
Week Gone/Ahead –17th March 2023 

Centre Academy London (CAL) 

Dear Parents/Carers, Students & Staff, 

As we near towards the final week of Spring term, I think back to the first week in 

January, post-OFSTED and how demoralised and dejected we all felt.  Now, we 

approach the summer term with more confidence and conviction that we can 

overturn the judgement.  We have improved or strengthened existing systems and 

ensured that our curriculum is becoming more engaging and relevant to our students.   

We still have a journey but our admissions are rising.  Parents have read the report but 

come in and judged for themselves whether their children will be happy with us and 

make progress in our school.  They are confident that our action plan, soon to be 

published, along with support from the Borough, will be successful.  Welcome to Omar 

and Jacob who will start with us next week part-time and then full-time after the 

holidays.  We hope you will be happy at CAL. 

 

Parents’ Evening Tuesday 21st March 2023 

This is for GCSE & HSD students only.  Attenborough, Eilish & Achebe parents.  Ring 

Karen in the office to book an appointment with the teachers. 

 

We will offer the remainder of the school a Parents’ evening after the holidays. 

 

East Soar Residential trip 

 

Don’t forget there will be an information 

evening about East Soar on Wednesday 

22nd March 2023 at 4pm.  We will be 

sending out an information pack for 

parents when we return from the Easter 

break. 

 

At present, we have the same number of students as last year but we have spare 

tents this year, so are extending this to other students (apart from Eilish).   

 

Uniform 

I’m going to be honest here.  We are starting to look a little scruffy.  We understand 

about sensory issues and we accommodate for these but some students are wearing 

hoodies instead of school tops/blazers to avoid a school tie.  On PE days, I have seen 

ripped jeans and canvas shorts. These are not appropriate or hygienic. Boots are not 

to be worn for PE.  Students must wear proper trainers for PE for obvious health & 

safety reasons. 

 

During mentor sessions this week, we will speak with students and remind them but 

please support us and ensure that they come to school clean wearing the correct 

uniform (or as near as possible).  If your child wears a skirt, it must be knee length.    

 

Some of our students need orthotic shoes/trainers and that is fine but please contact 

the office to inform us of this. 



 

Rest assured, we will not single out and embarrass your child, but we will follow up with 

a uniform reminder email to yourselves if their uniform is incorrect or inappropriate. 

 

Ms Shaker, the School Council, myself and parents will consult over the summer term 

about uniform and whether we need to change it e.g. make it more comfortable and 

affordable, but for now, we need to smarten up!  Thank you for your continued 

support in this. 

 

 
 

I have never seen a 1,000+ before so well-done Effra.  Again, attendance is making a 

significant difference to their totals.   

 

A reminder: 

For a student to achieve 100% attendance, they must be in school or present every 

day.  If they are ill or have medical appointments, these are authorised but do not 

count towards their attendance.   

Persistent absence is 10%+ 

Severe Absence is 50%+ and this may involve a possible referral to the School 

Attendance Panel (SAP).  Severe absence is deemed as neglect and a referral is 

made to the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub team to provide support for the CYP 

and family. 

School attendance and truancy - Wandsworth Borough Council 

 

Sometimes we cannot help being unwell; particularly with many of our students who 

struggle with mental health, but it is a national expectation that all students, 

regardless of needs, must attend school.   

 

Online Safety – from Mrs Yar, IT and Online Safety Lead 

 

Dear Parents  

 

Coaching children and young people to handle the slings and 

arrows of online misfortune will hugely benefit a generation who 

are growing up publicly in an online environment.  

 

This week I would like to share some basic and easily achievable 

suggestions for good online habits that will help young people to 

enjoy the digital world more safely and healthily.  

 

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/schools-and-admissions/schools/school-attendance-and-truancy/


Please see attached a handout that is worth talking to them about and following, as a general 

rule, while playing or working on a computer.  

 

Rewards 

 
 

 
 

Head of School award 

 

This week it is Rose, who is in Achebe.  We are very proud of Rose who has 

overcome many obstacles since her start with us and is making good progress.  

I am so pleased for her.  Well done Rose. 

 

Special SINANAN SCIENCE Mentions 

 

I very nearly handed out 5 Head of School Awards this week as there were so 

many students to consider so I have to say a very special Sinanan Science 

mention to the following students who are taught by Ms SInanan: 



 

 

Noah B - excellent and consistent participation in class and improvement in 

homework engagement 

 

Rose - excellent progress (pre-HSD foundation/GCSE Foundation upskilling) 

 

Zack - improved participation and progress in Science 

 

Jules - excellent application and output in one 1:1 Science lesson 

 

Well done to all of you! 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 



Breakfast Club – Mrs Yar 
I wanted to thank the many parents who have sent in food that has given 

students the opportunity to come in from the cold or wet mornings and sit 

and have a breakfast. As you know, having breakfast helps them 

concentrate and focus. I would really appreciate it if anyone could donate 

the following items: Lurpak spreadable, croissants, waffles and honey.  

These fortify the students for their day of studying. 

Collaborative Science/IT projects 

Friday afternoons in the Science lab are looking very interesting lately.  Ms 

Sinanan and Mrs Yar are up to all sorts! 

This is Kurt – the electronic engineer in action! 

Have a good weekend everyone. 

Kas Lee-Douglas 

Head of School 

Parent feedback 

Please continue to email us at: 

Londonschool@centreacademy.co.uk. 

mailto:Londonschool@centreacademy.co.uk


CA LONDON ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/2023 

Whilst every attempt has been made to publish dates accurately, the school reserves the right to 
change these dates should it be necessary to do so 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

Inset day:   Thursday 1st September 2022 
Friday 2nd September 2022 

First day:   Monday 5th September 2022 
Last day  Friday 21st October School finishes at 3pm  
Half term: Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022 
Last day of term: Friday 9th December 2021 School finishes at 3pm 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Inset day:  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

First day: Thursday 5th January 2023 
Last day: Friday 10th February 2023 School finishes at 12pm (Teachers Inset 
1-3pm)
Half term: Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023 
Last day of term: Friday 24th March 2023 School finishes at 3pm 

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Inset day:  Friday 14th April 2023 

First day:    Monday 17th April 2023 
EXTRA BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 8TH MAY King’s Coronation 
Last day: Friday 26th May 2023  School finishes at 12pm (Teachers Inset 1-
3pm) 
Half term: Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2023 
Inset day:  Friday 30th of June -2023 (Graduation)  
Sports’ Day Wednesday 5th July 2023 
Last day of term: Friday 7th July 2023  School finishes at 1pm 

Christmas Bank Holidays: 
Sunday 25th December/Monday 26th December 2022.  Substitute day Tuesday 27th December 
2022 
Sunday 1st January 2023.  Substitute Day:  Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Easter Bank Holidays: 



Good Friday 7th April 2023 
Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

May Bank Holidays: 
Monday 1st May 2023 
Monday 29th May 2023 

6 staff INSET days 
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